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BIOGRAPHIES 

 
 

The Honorable D. Brooks Smith 
 

D. Brooks Smith is the Chief Judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit.  He 
is the only judge in the history of that Circuit to have served as both a chief district judge and as 
chief of the circuit.  (Only five judges in the history of the federal judiciary have served in both 
capacities). 
 

Judge Smith began his legal career as an associate with the Altoona, PA law firm of 
Jubelirer, Carothers, Krier and Halpern.  He eventually became managing partner of that firm.  He 
also served as an assistant district attorney in Blair County, PA, and as a special prosecutor helping 
to lead a two-year grand jury investigation which eventually brought down a Central Pennsylvania 
criminal organization affiliated with the La Rocca crime family.  Smith was appointed Blair 
County District Attorney in 1983 by the Court of Common Pleas of Blair County, and was 
appointed by Governor Dick Thornburgh the following year to that county’s bench.  In 1985, he 
was elected to a full term as a Common Pleas Court judge after receiving the nominations of both 
major political parties. 
 

In 1988, President Ronald Reagan appointed Judge Smith to the U.S. District Court for the 
Western District of Pennsylvania.  In 2002, then – Chief District Judge Smith was appointed to the 
Third Circuit by President George W. Bush after receiving a unanimous Well-Qualified rating 
from the American Bar Association. 
 

During his years as a federal judge, Smith has served on two committees of the Judicial 
Conference of the United States.  He was a member of the Advisory Committee on Criminal Rules 
by appointment of Chief Justice William Rehnquist, and was a member, and eventually chair, of 
the Committee on Space and Facilities, having been named to those posts by Chief Justice John 
Roberts.  He currently serves as a member of the Judicial Conference, the governing body of the 
Federal judiciary. 
 

Judge Smith is a graduate of Franklin and Marshall College and the Dickinson School of 
Law (now Penn State Law).  He was named an Alumni Fellow of Penn State University in 2011, 
and received the law school’s first Leadership Award in 2016.  He is chair of the Penn State Law 
Board of Advisors.  In 2017, Judge Smith was named a Distinguished Alumnus of the University.  
He is an adjunct professor at Penn State Law where he teaches a seminar in class actions.  Mount 
Aloysius College conferred on him an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree in 2012.    
 

Judge Smith has taught and lectured in rule of law programs in Albania, Azerbaijan, Brazil, 
Bosnia, Bulgaria, China, Kosovo, Latvia, Macedonia, Moldova, Panama, Russia, Turkey, Ukraine, 
and the United Kingdom. 
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The Honorable Thomas M. Hardiman 
 

The Honorable Thomas M. Hardiman was nominated by President George W. Bush to the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit on January 9, 2007 and was confirmed by the 
Senate (95-0) on March 15, 2007.  Prior to becoming an appellate judge, he served as a trial judge 
on the United States District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania as of November 1, 
2003.  Before entering judicial service, Judge Hardiman handled a wide variety of litigation 
matters in state and federal trial and appellate courts as a partner at Reed Smith LLP (1999-2003), 
a partner at Titus & McConomy LLP (1996-1999), and as an associate with its predecessor firm, 
Cindrich & Titus (1992-1996).  A graduate of the University of Notre Dame (1987) and 
Georgetown University Law Center (1990), Judge Hardiman began his legal career as an associate 
in the Washington D.C. office of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom (1990-1992).   
 

In addition to his service on the Third Circuit Court of Appeals, Judge Hardiman is an 
Adjunct Professor at Duquesne University School of Law where he teaches Advanced 
Constitutional Law. 
 
 
 

The Honorable Donetta W. Ambrose 
  

The Honorable Donetta W. Ambrose was born in New Kensington, Pennsylvania on 
November 5, 1945.  She graduated as valedictorian from Arnold High School in 1963, Duquesne 
University with the degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1967, and was awarded a J.D. cum laude from 
Duquesne University School of Law in 1970.  She has been admitted to practice before the 
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, various federal courts and the U.S. Supreme Court. 
 

She was a law clerk to the late Pennsylvania Supreme Court Justice Louis L. Manderino 
from 1970-72., an Assistant Attorney General for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania from 1972-
74, an Assistant District Attorney for Westmoreland County from 1977-82, and engaged in the 
private practice of law from 1974-1982.  She was the first woman elected as Judge of the Court of 
Common Pleas of Westmoreland County in November of 1981 on which she served until her 
appointment to the United States District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania on 
November 23, 1981.  Judge Ambrose was the first female Chief Judge for the Western District of 
Pennsylvania.  She served as Chief Judge from 2002-2009.  By appointment of Chief Justice 
William Renquist, she served as a member of the Judicial Conference Committee on Criminal Law 
from 1999-2006.  She assumed Senior Status on the Western District court on November 5, 2010. 
 

Judge Ambrose is the recipient of many awards and honors, including the Anne X. Alpern 
Award from the Pennsylvania Bar Association Commission on Women in the Profession, the 
Susan B. Anthony Award from the Womens Bar Association, the Carol Los Mansmann  Helping 
Hand Award from the Allegheny Bar Association Women in the Law Division, a Special 
Recognition Award from the ADR Committee of the Pennsylvania Bar Association, and the Carol 
Los Mansmann Award for Distinguished Public Service on the occasion of the 100th anniversary 
of the Duquesne University School of Law. 
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The Honorable Robert C. Mitchell 
 

Magistrate Judge Robert C. Mitchell was born in New York City on August 4, 1940. He 
graduated with an A.B. Degree from Dartmouth College in 1962, and received an M.B.A. from 
the University of Pittsburgh in 1964 and a J.D. Degree from the University of Pittsburgh in 1967. 
 

He served as a law clerk to the Honorable Louis Rosenberg from 1968 through 1972, was 
appointed as a United States Magistrate in 1972, and reappointed several times and has been 
serving as a recalled retired Magistrate Judge since 2005. He is a member of the American Bar 
Association, the American Judicature Society, the Allegheny County Bar Association and the 
National Council of United States Magistrates. 
 

He is married to Leslie T. Mitchell and the father of a son, Barrett, and a daughter, Allison. 
 
 

Robert V. Barth, Jr. 
 

Robert V. Barth, Jr. was the Clerk of Court for the United States District Court for the 
Western District of Pennsylvania from 2002 until 2017.  Bob started his career with the clerk’s 
office in 1978 as a temporary in the file room and was promoted through the office culminating in 
his appointment as Clerk of Court in February of 2002.  He graduated magna cum laude from the 
part-time degree program at Point Park University with a Bachelor of Science in Public 
Administration.  He worked in various areas of the clerk’s office, including as the courtroom 
deputy clerk to District Judge Glenn Mencer, and as the Chief Deputy Clerk prior to his 
appointment as Clerk.  He retired on July 31, 2017. 

 
 

The Honorable Maureen P. Kelly 
 

Chief Magistrate Judge Maureen P. Kelly was born in Youngstown, Ohio, the oldest of six 
children in a household influenced by strong Irish-Catholic roots. She is a graduate of the 
University of Notre Dame and Duquesne University School of Law. 

 
Following law school, Magistrate Judge Kelly worked as an associate and then partner at 

Thorp, Reed & Armstrong, where she specialized in commercial and employment litigation. In 
1999, she joined Babst, Calland, Clements & Zomnir as a shareholder, chairing the Employment 
and Labor Services Group. Her practice primarily concentrated on the litigation of issues related 
to Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the American Disabilities Act, the Age Discrimination 
in Employment Act, as well as restrictive covenants, employment contracts and FLSA collective 
actions. 

 
As a trial lawyer, Magistrate Judge Kelly received the national honors of induction into the 

American College of Trial Lawyers in 2007 and the Litigation Council of America in 2008. She 
was elected to the Academy of Trial Lawyers of Allegheny County in 1996 and is a Fellow in the 
Academy of Trial Advocacy. She was listed in the Labor and Employment Section of The Best 



iv 
 

Lawyers in America® from 2008 to 2011. She was recognized as a Pennsylvania Super Lawyer 
from 2005 to 2011 and was listed as one of Pittsburgh’s Top 50 Lawyers and one of Pennsylvania’s 
Top 50 Women Lawyers. She has served in leadership roles as a member of the Pennsylvania State 
Committee of the American College of Trial Lawyers and the Board of Governors of the Academy 
of Trial Lawyers of Allegheny County. 

 
Judge Kelly has served the courts in a variety of roles. She was appointed by the 

Pennsylvania Supreme Court to serve as Chair of the Interest on Lawyers Trust Account Board 
and served as Chair for five years. She has also served as an appointed member of the Lawyers 
Advisory Committee to the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit as well as Chair 
of the Merit Selection Panel for the Selection and Appointment of Magistrate Judge for the 
Western District of Pennsylvania. 

 
Judge Kelly currently serves as co-chair of the Allegheny County Bar Association 

(“ACBA”) Gender Equality Committee. She has served as chair of the ACBA’s Civil Litigation 
Section Council as well as an elected member of the Judiciary Committee. On a statewide level, 
Judge Kelly served as co-chair of the Pennsylvania Bar Association Task Force on Student Loan 
Forgiveness and as an appointed member on the Task Force on the Delivery of Legal Services to 
the Poor. She recently completed a three year term on the nine-member American Bar Association 
Commission on the Interest on Lawyers Trust Accounts. 

 
Judge Kelly has always been dedicated to the delivery of civil legal aid to those in need. 

She served as President of Neighborhood Legal Services Association and chaired the annual Equal 
Justice Under Law Campaign for many years. She was a member of the board of directors of 
Pennsylvania Legal Services from 1996 to 2003. 

 
In addition, Judge Kelly has been active in civic and charitable organizations. She recently 

completed a term on the board of the Carnegie Museum of Natural History. She served on the 
Advisory Board of the Center for Social Concerns at the University of Notre Dame. She has also 
served on the boards of other non-profit programs in Western Pennsylvania. 

 
Judge Kelly has been the recipient of awards recognizing her professional 

accomplishments.  In September 2016, she was honored with induction as a member of the 
Duquesne University Century Club in recognition of her exemplary record of professional 
achievement and service to the community.  In February 2008, The Penn State Dickinson School 
of Law awarded her the Sylvia H. Rambo Award in recognition of her distinguished legal career 
and her efforts on behalf of women in the profession. In March 2007, the Pennsylvania Legal Aid 
Network presented Judge Kelly with the Outstanding Leadership in Support of Legal Services 
award. This award recognizes commitment to the delivery of legal services to the poor in 
Pennsylvania. She was presented with the Susan B. Anthony Award in February 2007 by the 
Women’s Bar Association. This award honors an outstanding member of the legal community who 
demonstrates dedication to encouraging and promoting women in the law and maintaining the 
highest professional standards in the courts and legal profession. In June 2006, Judge Kelly was 
presented with the Dorothy Ann Richardson Award by the Neighborhood Legal Services 
Association, in recognition of service and advocacy for equal justice for all. Judge Kelly also was 
named Woman of the Year in May 2004 by the Women’s Law Association of Duquesne University 
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School of Law. She was presented with the 1999 Duquesne University School of Law Outstanding 
Alumni Achievement Award for her achievements in the legal profession and service to the 
community. 

 
Since her appointment to the Court in 2011, Judge Kelly has served as one of the judges 

overseeing the Re-integration into Society Effort (“RISE”) Court. She was also appointed by the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit to serve as co-chair of the newly established 
Re-entry Committee of the Circuit. 
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